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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a First Office Action for Application no. 10/690,403 filed on October 21 , 
2003 wherein claims 1-20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 

[claims 6 and 7] 

Using the following defined variables: 
L=Large-Diameter of first Endoscope 
S=Small-Diameter of first Endoscope 
2=Diameter of Second Endoscope 
3=Diameter of Third Endoscope 

Claim 1 requires: 

S<L and 3<=2 

Claims 6 and 7 require S=3 

This is not possible in the situation where: 2=L because then 3=L but S can not 
equal L. 
[claims 8-20] 

Using the above defined variables, Claim 1 requires: 
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S<L and 3<=2 

At a minimum claims 2-5 require L=2=3 

Therefore, S^2 and S^3. Claims 8-20, all contain a variation of requiring S to 
equal 3 which is not possible based on the requirements of claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this OfTice action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 

Patent 5,885,208 to Moriyama in view of US Patent 4,690,175 to Ouchi et al. 

[claim 1] 

As shown in Figure 10, Moriyama teaches the use of multiple sized endoscopes 
(7, 207, 307, 407). The endoscopes each share the video processor (4) and light source 
(3)(Col 19 Lines 13-16). Moriyama further teaches the soft portion (13, 213, 313, 413) 
each at different diameters (Col 19 Lines 25-29, 40-41 and 45-47). Moriyama further 
teaches the use of varying softness for the endoscopes (Figs. 23, 24, 26. 27. 29-33). 
Moriyama is silent of the use of a small diameter and a large diameter for the outer 
diameter for any of the soft portion (13, 213, 313. 413). 

Ouchi teaches the use of flexible tubes for use with endoscopes to vary the 
flexibility of the endoscope tube (Abstract). Ouchi specifically teaches the use of a 
small diameter(A) and a large diameter(B) in order to vary the flexibility (Fig. 1 and 5, 
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Col 7 Lines 13-35). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide an endoscope using the flexible tubing of Ouchi with the 
endoscope system of Moriyama in order to provide an endoscope with varying flexability 
as taught by Ouchi (Abstract), 
[claims 2-5] 

Ouchi further teaches the use different tubes for varying flexibility (Fig. 2). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
use different designs for the endoscope tubes in order to provided desired flexibility in 
the endoscope system of Moriyama as taught by Ouchi (Abstract, Figs. 1 , 2 and 5). 
[claims 6-20] 

As best understood by the examiner with respect to the above 112 rejection, 
Moriyama teaches the use of multiple endoscopes at varying diameters (Col 19, Lines 
25-29, 40-41 and 45-47). Moriyama fuHher teaches providing a variety of flexibility 
(Figs. 23, 24, 26, 27, 29-33). Ouchi teaches the use of flexible tubing to provide varying 
flexibility to an endoscope (Abstract, Figs. 1,2, and 5). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a combination of 
endoscopes with varying diameters and flexibility as taught by Moriyama and Ouchi. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US Patent 6,1 17,128 to Gregory. 
US Patent 6,572,538 to Takase. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erick Rekstad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7338. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on 571-272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Erick Rekstad , 
Examiner AJ 
AU 2621 
(571)272-7338 
erick.rekstad@uspto.gov 





